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t t t t t t Çt
bÇ �

than

òtI
a
tI

bÇ � ò
than
tI

a
tI

bÇ � ò
than
tI

a
tI

bÇ �
than

òtY
a

tY

a
a

cÇ �
t t t Çt

cÇ �t t t Çt

bÇ � Çt
t t t Çt cÇ

nose;
t t t Çt cÇ

nose;
t t t Çt cÇ

nose;
t t t Çt cÇ

nose;

t t t Çt cÇ

a

9



� "Hn.

;

<

� "S.

� "A.

† "T.

� "B.

Ç| Çt
” òd

And

tI
as

òtY
for

tY
my

Çt
” òd

And

tI
as

òtI
for

tI
my

Çt
” òd

And

tI
as

òtI
for

tI
my

Çt
” òd

And

tY
as

òtY
for

tY
my

Ç"t

92 Ç| Çt

hair

Ç"t òt t òt t

hair

Çt òt t ò"t t

hair

Çt òt t òt t

hair

Ç| Çt

Ç| Çt
t t t "t t t òtY

I'm

tY

t "t t t "t t òtI
I'm

tI
"t t t t t t òtI

I'm

tI
Ç|

I'm

Çt

Ç| Çt

glad

tYÇ
it's

tYÇ
all

tYÇ
there;

Ç|

glad
#tIÇ

it's
tIÇ

all
tIÇ

there;
Ç|

glad

tYÇ
it's

tYÇ
all

tYÇ
there,

Ç|

glad,

Ç|
I'm

Çt

Ç!| cÇ

glad

"tY
it's

tY
all

"tY
there;

Ç|

glad

!tY
it's

tY
all

tY
there;

Ç|

a
a

;

<

� "Fl.

� "Ob.

� "Cl.

� "Hn.

� "Bsn.

;

<

� "S.

� "A.

† "T.

� "B.

™
Çt òt t Çt

™Çt òt t Çt

™Çt òt t Çt

™Çt òt t Çt

™Çt òt t Ç"t
a
a
a
a

97 Ç| òt t
Ç"t òt t òt t
Çt òt t ò"t t
Çt òt t òt t
Ç| Çt

a
a
a
a

" t t t t t t Çt
t t t "t t t òt t
t "t t t "t t òt t
"t t t t t t òt t

Ç| Çt
a
a
a
a

cÇ cÇ ÇtÀ
#t t !t Çt ÇtÀ

t "t #t t #t t t "t t
t t t Çt ÇtÀ
Ç| ÇtÀ

a
a
a
a

tÀ d cÇ cÇ
tÀ d cÇ cÇ
tÀ d cÇ cÇ
tÀ d cÇ cÇ
tÀ d cÇ cÇ
cÇ �

I'll

Ç#t
be

Çt
cÇ �

I'll

Çt
be

Çt
cÇ �

I'll

Ç#t
be

Çt
cÇ �

I'll

Çt
be

Çt

bÇ òd�tI
cÇ òd

� # tI Çt
bÇ �

Ç! t
cÇ �

Ç|

aw -

tY
ful -

#tY
ly

tY
sad,

Ç|

aw -

"tI
ful -

tI
ly

tI
sad,

Ç|

aw -

tY
ful -

#tY
ly

tY
sad,

Ç!|

aw -

"tY
ful -

tY
ly

tY
sad,

Ç#|

a ™Çt Ç!t cÇ
Ç| cÇ
Ç| cÇ
Ç| cÇ
Ç| cÇ
Ç| cÇ
Ç| cÇ
Ç| cÇ
Ç| cÇ

10



;

<

� "Fl.

� "Ob.

� "Cl.

� "Hn.

� "Bsn.

;

<

� "S.

� "A.

† "T.

� "B.

bÇ d�
òtI

cÇ òd �! tI Çt
bÇ �

Ç! t
cÇ �

Ç#|
�

aw -

tY
ful -

!tY
ly

tY
sad,

Ç|
�

aw -

tI
ful -

tI
ly

tI
sad,

Ç|
�

aw -

tY
ful -

!tY
ly

tY
sad,

Ç!|
�

aw -

tY
ful -

tY
ly

tY
sad,

Ç#|

a104

™
Ç"t Ç#t cÇ
Ç| cÇ
Ç| cÇ
Ç| cÇ
Ç| cÇ
Ç| cÇ
Ç| cÇ
Ç| cÇ
Ç| cÇ

sad

Ç|Ö cÇ

sad

Ç"|Ö cÇ

sad

Ç"|Ö cÇ

sad

Ç"|Ö cÇ

a
a
a
a
a

šÇ"| cÇ
šÇ| cÇ

š Ç| cÇ

š
Ç| cÇ

šÇ| cÇ
bÇ

when

òtY
it

tY
bÇ

when

òtI
it
tI

bÇ
when

òtY
it

tY
bÇ

when

ò"tY
it

tY

goes.

Ç| Çt

goes.

Ç| Çt

goes.

Ç#| Çt

goes.

Ç| Çt

a
a
a
a
a

Ç| cÇ

Ç| cÇ

Ç| cÇ

Ç| cÇ

a
a
a
a
a

™
Ç| ²cÇ

™Ç| cÇ
™Ç#| cÇ

™
Ç| cÇ

™Ç| cÇ
bÇ cÇ²
bÇ cÇ²
bÇ cÇ²

bÇ cÇ²

"""
"""
"""
"""
"""
"""
"""
"""
"""

;

<

� """ 24Fl.

� """ 24Ob.

� """ 24Cl.

� """ 24Hn.

� """ 24Bsn.

d ”
t t t t t t

”t t t t t t t t
c d ”tY

a

a

C=78111 t t t t t t t t

”t t t t t t t t
t t t t t t t tt t t t

a

tZ d Ç c
t t t t tI d
t t t t tY d
Çt t e t t t

a

d t t t # t t t

t t t #t t t t t
Çt t c

c d •tI

a
# t t t t t t t t
t t t #t t t t t
t t t t t t t #t

t #t t t
a

tZ d Ç c
t t t t tY d
t #t t t tY d

Çt t e t #t t
a

;

<

� """Fl.

� """Ob.

� """Cl.

� """Hn.

� """Bsn.

d t t # t ! t t t

t t #t !t t t t t
c d •tY
Çt t c

a
117 ! t t # t t t # t t t

t t #t !t t t t t
#t t t #t t t t #tt ! t # t t

a

t #t t t
#t t t #t
!t #t t t

Çt t c
a

"t t "t "t
"t "t "t t
#t "t "t "t

Ç" t t c
a

t t t t t t t
t t t t t t t
"t "t t t

Ç"t d
c d " t t t t #t #t "t #t #t "t

a
a
a
a
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;

<

� """Fl.

� """Ob.

� """Cl.

� """Hn.

� """Bsn.

� """

c tYÇ
• d

c tIÇ• d
c tYÇ• d
c tYÇ

• d
t t t e c
c d Speaker

The

NI

123 c tYÇ d
c tIÇ d
c tYÇ d
c tYÇ d

a tempo

lec -

NI
ture:

NI e
a

NJ
slight

NI
a

di -

NI
va -

NI
ga-

NJ
tion*

NI
con -

NJ

a
a
a
a
a

cern -

NI
ing

NI
cran -

NJ
i -

NJ
al

NI

a
a
a
a
a

am -

NI
bu -

NI
la -

NJ
tion.

NI e

a
a
a
a
a

d ™
t t t t t t

™t t t t t t t t
c d ™

tY
c d ™

tY

a

a

;

<

� """Fl.

� """Ob.

� """Cl.

� """Hn.

� """Bsn.

;

<

� """S.

� """A.

† """T.

� """B.

t t t t t t t t

™t t t t t t t t
t t t t t t t tt t t t
t t t t

a
a
a
a

129 Çt t c
Çt t c
Çt t c
Çt t c
Çt t d " t t

a
a
a
a

t t #t #t "t #t #t "t

a
a
a
a

a
a
a
a

t t t e c

c d
I

”tI

a
a
a
a

a
a

a

c d
I

”tI

love

ÇtY
to

tZ
go

ÇtY
to

tZ
d

I

”tY
love

t

a
a
a
a
a

a

;

<

� """S.

� """A.

† """T.

� """B.

love

ÇtY
to

tZ
go

ÇtY
to

tZ
d

I

”tI
love
tJ

to
tJ

go
tJ

to
tJ

lec -

t
tures

t
tY

to

tY
go

tY
to

tY

134

lec -

tI
tures

t d

lec -
tI

tures
t d

t d
And

tY

lec -

tY
tures

t d

c d
And

tY

make

ÇtY
the

#tZ
peo -

ÇtY
ple

tZ
d

And

tY
make

t

a make

ÇtY
the

#tZ
peo -

ÇtY
ple

tZ
d

And
tI

make
tJ

the
tJ

peo -
tJ

ple
tJ

stare

|
tY

the

tY
peo -

tY
ple

tY

stare

|

stare
|
|

stare

|
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;

<

� """S.

� """A.

† """T.

� """B.

c d
By

"tI
c d

By
tI

By

"t
walk -

tY
ing

tY
d

By

tY
walk -

" tY
ing

" tY

139

walk -

"tY
ing

tY
round

tY
up -

"tI
walk -

"tI
ing

"tY
round

tI
up -
tI

round

"t t "t t t "t t t

round

tY
up -

tY
on

"tY
their

"tY

on

"tY
their

tY
heads

tY
And

"tI
on

"tI
their

"tY
heads

tI
And
tI

tZ
up -

"tZ
on

"tZ
their

tZ
heads

t t "t
And
"tJ

heads

t "t
And

"t

spoil -

"tÈ
ing,

t

spoil -

tÈ
ing,

t

spoil -
#tÈ

ing,
t

spoil -

"tÈ
ing,

t

;

<

� """Fl.

� """Ob.

� """Cl.

� """Hn.

� """Bsn.

;

<

� """S.

� """A.

† """T.

� """B.

™
t t t t t t t

™
t t t t t t t

™"t "t t t
™"|

™"|
a
a
a
a

143

spoil -

™"tÈ
ing,

t

spoil -

™"tÈ
ing,

t

spoil -

™tÈ
ing,

t

spoil -

™"tÈ
ing,

t

a
a
a
a
a

•
" tYÇ d c
•
tYÇ d c
•
"tYÇ d c
•"tY
Ç d c

•"tY
Ç d c
c •tZ

spoil - ing

tZ
peo -

tZ
ple's

tZ
c

spoil -

•tJ
ing

tJ
peo -

tJ
ple's

tJ
c •tZ

spoil - ing

tZ
peo -

tZ
ple's

tZ
c •tZ

spoil - ing

tZ
peo -

tZ
ple's

tZ

c d " t t

hair!

t tI d

hair!

t tI d

hair!

t tI d

hair!

t tI d

a
a
a
a

t t #t #t "t #t #t "t

a
a
a
a

a
a
a
a

t t t e e t t e

a
a
a
a

a
a
a
a

## "
# # "
# # "
# # "
# # "
# # "
# # "
# # "
# # "

;

<

� " 44Fl.

� " 44Ob.

� " 44Cl.

� " 44Hn.

� " 44Bsn.

� " 44

c•
t t t

a
a
a

a
a

City Flora
C=108149

| |

a
a
a

a
a

™"A

™A
™AA

™"A
a

"A
"A
AÇ| c
"A

a

#A
A
A

A
bÇ Speaker

On

N

a

Ci -

N in free time

ty

N
Flo-

NI
ra:

ÇN

a
a
a
a
a

se -

NI
mi -

NI
culled

N
By

N

a
a
a
a
a

one

N
whose

N
fame

N
is

N

a
a
a
a
a

some -

NI
what

ÇN
dulled.

N

a
a
a
a
a

13



� "Cl.

;

<

� "S.

� "A.

† "T.

� "B.

™Ç| t t
a
a
a
a

158 ót t t ót t t õt t t t t
a
a
a
a

Ç| c
c ™

There

t
is

t
a

t
c

There

™ t
is
t

a

t
c ™

There

t
is

t
a

t
c ™

There

t
is

t
a

t

theo -

|
ry

|

theo -

|
ry

|

theo -

|
ry

|

theo -

|
ry
|

a
t

some

"t Çt
de -
tI

t
some

t Çt
de -
"tI

some

"t |
de -

t
some

| "t
de -

t

a c t t t t t t "t "t

ny
Ç| c

ny
Ç| c

ny

Ç| c

ny

Ç| c

� "Cl.

;

<

� "S.

� "A.

† "T.

� "B.

Ç| c
bÇ

That
t

bÇ
That
t

c
That
t

lamp -
|

c
That

t
lamp -

|

164

lamp -

|
posts
|

lamp -

|
posts
|

|
posts,

t
That
t

|
posts,

t
That

t

a
|

once
t

were
t

|
once
t

were
t

lamp
t

posts

t
once

t
were

t
lamp

t
posts

t
once

t
were

t

a b c t
three

t
foot

t
high.

|
three
t

foot
t

high.
|

three

t
foot

t
high.

|
three
t

foot

t
high.

|

t t |
t bÇ
t bÇ
t bÇ
t bÇ

t c b
c

And

tY
a

tY
lit-

tY
tle

Çt

And
Çt

a
tI

lit-

tI
tle

Çt
c

And

tY
a

tY
lit-

tY
tle

Çt

And

Çt
a

tI
lit-

!tI
tle

Çt

c ttt t t t t

boy

A

boy

A
boy

A
boy

A

� "Cl.

;

<

� "S.

� "A.

† "T.

� "B.

| b
t

was

t
ter -

tY
ri -

tY
ble

t
t

was
t

ter -
tI

ri -
tI

ble
t

t
was

t
ter -

"tI
ri -

tI
ble

t
t

was

t
ter -

"tY
ri -

tY
ble

t

171 c t t t t t t t

strong,

A

strong,

A
strong,

A
strong,

#A

| b
| c

And
tI

he
tI

| c
And
tI

he
tI

| c
And
tI

he
tI

| c
And

tY
he

tY

b c t t
stretched

#|È
them,

t c

stretched

"|È
them,

t c

stretched
|È

them,
t c

stretched

|È
them,

t c

#| t c
a
a
a
a

b c öt t t t t t

stretched

"|È
them,

t c

stretched

|È
them,

t c

stretched

|È
them,

t c

stretched

|È
them,

t c

� "Cl.

;

<

� "S.

� "A.

† "T.

� "B.

"| t c
bÇ

he
t

bÇ
he
t

bÇ
he
t

bÇ
he

t

177

stretched
t

them
t

out
|

stretched
t

them
t

out
|

stretched
t

them
t

out
|

stretched

t
them

t
out

|

a
|

to

Çt
el -

tY
|

to

Çt
el -

tY
|

to

Çt
el -

tY
|

to

Çt
el -

tY

a

ev-

tYÀ
en

ÇtÀ
foot
t

long.
t

ev-

tYÀ
en

ÇtÀ
foot
t

long.
t

ev-

tYÀ
en

ÇtÀ
foot
t

long.
t

ev-

tYÀ
en

ÇtÀ
foot
t

long.
t

a c d tIt t t t

| b
| b
| b
| b

t t t t t t t t
a
a
a
a

A
a
a
a
a

| b²
a
a
a
a

#
#
#
#
#
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;

<

� 34Ob.

� 34Cl.

�34Hn.

™ Çt tI tÇ
Am

a

a

Fugue in 24 keys
185

tÇ !tÇ !tÇ
B7

a

a
t |
E m

a

a

™
! t t t t t !t

F ! 7

a

a

Çt ! tI t
Ç!|

Bm

a

! t !t !t
Ç!t !tI t ! t

C ! 7

a

t !|
!| c

F ! m
™Ç!t !tY t

!t ! t t t !t !t
� Ç!|

G! 7

!t !t ! t

;

<

�Fl.

�Ob.

�Cl.

�
Hn.

�Bsn.

Ç! |
Çt !tI !tt ! |

C ! m

Ç! t !tY t

a193

™
Ç$t !tIt!t

!| c
!t!t t t! t! t

D! 7

!t $ t !t

a Ç!t !tI t
!| c

Ç! |

G! m

t !|

a

"t t t

� Ç"|
™Ç# t " tY t "t

B " 7

#t "t t "t "t "t

a

"t "|
Ç"t "tI "t
Ç"t tI "tÇ" |

E " m

Ç"|

t "t t "t "t t
| c
t t t
| c

F7

Ç#t "tY t t

Ç|

"t "|
Ç"t tI "t

B " m

"| c

a
Çt tY t t

™
t t t "t "t t
t t t

C7
� Ç"|

a
| c
Çt tI "t
Ç|

"t |

Fm

Ç"t "tY t

;

<

�Fl.

�Ob.

�Cl.

�
Hn.

�Bsn.

�
Ç|

t t t
Çt tY t t

t t t "t t t

G7

| ™c

202 Ç"t tY t
"t |
| �c
Ç|

Cm

Çt tY "t

| c
t t t "t t t
Ç|
Ç!t tY t t

D7

t !t t

™Çt tY " t
Ç|
Ç"t tY t

| c

Gm

"t |

t ! t t
Ç! t tY t t

| c
Ç|

A7

t t t t t t

t |
| �c

™ Çt tI t
Çt tY t
Ç|

Dm

t t t t t t
Ç|

t !t t
| c

E 7

Ç!t tY t t

Ç|
Çt tY t

t |

Am

| c
a

;

<

�Fl.

�Ob.

�Cl.

�
Hn.

�Bsn.

Ç! t tY t t
| ™c

!t t t t t t
• Çt !tI !t
�

B7

Ç|

210 |
•c

Çt !tI t
Ç|

t t t

E m

Çt tY t

Ç!t !tI !t
!t !t !t

Ç!t tY t !t! t !|

F ! 7

!| c

t t !t
t |
| c
”
t t !t t t t

Bm

a

!t !| ”
!t !t t t t !t

Ç! t !tI !t
!| !t

C ! 7

a

t t !t t t t
Ç!|

!t t !t
Ç|

F ! m
•a

| !t
Ç! t !tY t !t

!t !|
Ç! |

G! 7

Ç! t !tI !t

!| c
Ç!|

!t t !t !t t t
| c

C ! m

!t t !t

15

all entries with similar phrasing



;

<

�Fl.

�Ob.

�Cl.

�
Hn.

�Bsn.

Ç!|
$ | c

• Ç!t !tY $ t

D! 7

!t !| ”

a218

| •c

!t t ! t

G! m

!t t !t !t t t

a

a
Ç"t tY t

# t "|

B " 7

#| t

a

a
"t "t " t
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!| •c

t "t t
"t |
t "t t t " t tÇ|
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| c
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Ç|
Ç|

t t t t t t
t t t t t t
Ç|
Ç|
Ç|

| c
| c

!t t t t t t
Ç|
Ç|

Ç|
t t t t t t
Ç!|
Ç|
Ç|

t t t t t t
Ç|
Ç|
Ç|
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;

<

�S.

�A.

†T.

�
B.

t t t t tIt t tI|
t t t t t |
t t t t tY t t tY |
b bÇ b
b bÇ b
b bÇ b
b bÇ b
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t b c
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For an alternative to The Minutes see page 40
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�
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�S.
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†T.

�
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t t t b b c²t t t b b c²
t t t b b c²
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you'll

” N
know!

N c c²
bÇ
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” N
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bÇ
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N c c²
b c ”
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N
know!

N c c²

a
a

a
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a
a
a
a
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b d
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Mis -

NI in free time

ter

NI
a
a
a
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b ™c t
Smith
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NI
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NI
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NI
floor

N c

a
a
a
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a
a
a
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�Fl.

�Ob.

�Cl.

�
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�
A
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ed

NI
to
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a
a
a
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A

mo -
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N

a
a
a
a
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||¡ b

A
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a

a
A
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ÇN

a
a
a
a

18

Mr Robinson

The Chair

Mr Jones

The subject on the table

Mr Smith Mr Smith holds the floor

as though thumbing nose
(e.g. d-g trill)

The Chair objects
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N d
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multiphonic

(or play an out-of-tune scale
or a scale in the wrong order)

Conductor gives beat, 
but no nothing happens!

Support disappears

Chair looks around and
fails to recognise Mr Robinson

(notes ad lib)
Mr Robinson falls off the floor

arbitrary high & low notes
arbirtray low notes

(or A)

Subject on table re-opened!



;

<

� " 44Fl.
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� " 44Hn.
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™d t tI d tI d tI
d t tI d tI d tI™

™| d t tY

™t c tI d tI d

aBeguine C=100

The Floorless Room
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d t tI d tI d tI
d t tI d tI d tI
c t |
t c tI d tI d

a d t t t t t t t
c™ d tI t t
| b
b d t tY

t c tI d tI d

| b
| b
tI t tI t t t t t t t t
t t |
t c tI d tI d
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| b
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t c
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only if can be played very quietly

play play
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b c
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t c
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Tutti

Tutti

Tutti

Tutti
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"| c •t
| c •tc " | " t
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;
<
� "" 54Fl.

� "" 54Bsn.

� "" 54
| t t tÇ
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NI

aC=96

The Window Pain
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ÇNI d Ç
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simile or vary articulation a few times

see footnote

note: if possible, use an Oboe d'Amore for "The Window Pain".
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Solo In free time

see footnote

note: the instrumental bass on this page is allocated to the horn because in the first performance the alto solo was sung by the bassoonist. 
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somewhat dreamily

somewhat dreamily
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First performed on St Peter's Day, 29th June 2006, in St Peter's Church, Hope, North Derbyshire, UK
by the Folds Wind Quintet and the Sheffield Lydian Singers.

note: in the original book the words "The End" did not appear;
          purists may therefore prefer to omit this final phrase.

added phrase - see below
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Cuttings from a Nonsense Book 
Contents - Full score 

 
 page bar number 
Introduction 
  Frontispiece 2 1 
  Epigram 4 30 

Three Nonsense Quatrains 
  Digital Extremities 8 72 
  Cranial Ambulation 11 111 
  City Flora 13 149 

Interlude 
  Fugue in 24 Keys 15 185 
  The Minutes 17 242 

Three More Quatrains 
  The Floorless Room 20 271 
  The Window Pain 24 320 
  The Towel and the Door 26 351 
  (plus The Door and the Towel) 

The Purple Cow Suite 
  The Purple Cow 28 397 
  The Purpil Cowe 30 426 
  Confession 36 517 

Conclusion 
  Finis 37 526 
 
Supplement 
  The Museum of Kisses 40 (242) 
  (this may be included in place of The Minutes) 
 
 
 
 
 
Revisions 
10-06-2006 Original score 
18-06-2006 Minor corrections. This version posted to internet. 
08-01-2008 Supplement included in main score. 
 Clarinet notes corrected in bars 438-9. Posted to internet. 
23-01-2008 Some typos corrected. Final choral phrase added. Posted. 



 
 

 

 
 

 

Other music by John Kilpatrick, available on w w w . k i l p . c o . u k 
With words by Edward Lear 

The Jumblies (SATB div.) 
The Dong (SATB div.) 

With words by Gelett Burgess, from the Burgess Nonsense Book 
The Knave of Hearts (SATB) 
The Purple Cow (SATB div. + optional piano) 
 (different in some details to the version herein) 

With words by Keats 
Two Homer Sonnets (SATB) 
   On First Looking Into Chapman’s Homer 
   To Homer 

With words and music by the composer 
My Briefcase (SATB div., keyboard) 

Sacred music 
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in F (SATB div., organ) 
 (with English and Latin texts sung in parallel) 
Fanfare and Grace for St Peter’s Day (SATB div., organ) 

 


