
 
 
 

Cuttings from a Nonsense Book 
 
 

Words: Gelett Burgess 
From “The Burgess Nonsense Book” of 1901 

 
Music: John Kilpatrick 

 
For Wind Quintet, Speaker, and Choir (SATB) 

 
 

PARTS 
 
 

rev. 18-06-2006 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
This PDF contains all the Wind instrument and Speaker parts. Each part is 8 
pages, including a front cover, and is paged in a way suitable to make an A4 
booklet, in which there will be very few quick page turn requirements. 
 
To print all parts on separate sheets, single or 2-sided, print the whole PFD; or 
start at page 3 to exclude this front sheet and its reverse side.  
 
To print individual parts, use the following page numbers: 
 Flute 3 to 10 
 Oboe 11 to18 
 Clarinet 19 to 26 
 Horn 27 to 34 
 Bassoon 35 to 42 
 Speaker 43 to 50 
 
The Full Score is supplied as a separate PDF, and likewise the Choral Score. The 
latter has a piano reduction, which may be used as an alternative accompaniment. 
 
A “user guide” is also available: this could be included in a concert program 



 
Also available:  

Choral score with piano reduction; 
Full score. 

 

 

© 2005 John Kilpatrick 
Copies of this edition may be made freely,  

and performances given at will. 
 



 

© 2005 John Kilpatrick 
135 Twentywell Lane, Sheffield S17 4QA 

m u s i c @ k i l p . c o . u k 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Cuttings from a Nonsense Book 
 
 

Words: Gelett Burgess 
From “The Burgess Nonsense Book” of 1901 

 
Music: John Kilpatrick 

 
For Wind Quintet, Speaker, and Choir (SATB) 

 
 
 

FLUTE 
 
 
 

rev. 18-06-2006 



� " 42 •A | "|B = 96
1

Frontispiece

| !| ó#t #t "t ót "t t Ç!t d #| | | | | | | @

� " �@
6 @ @ @
� " @10 | ™t

t !t t A¡
�@

� " @13 @ @ @
� " b ÇA t t #t t A¡ b17

‘
"@ "@ "@

� " "@21 @ | b a `
� " •

a tempoA | "|25 | "| t !t ó#t "t #t
b
|

| b| b| `| | | | `@

� " 44 11C = 108
Epigram30

�"|
" t t t t t t " t t t "t t "t ”"| b b �"t "t

� " "t "t t t45 "| ™
"t t "t c b 4

•|
È |È �

" | b
� " a54

™
"t t t"t t t t#t | b 6 d a

Nor
tIÇ

put
tIÇ

it
tIÇ

off
tIÇ

un-
tIÇ

til
tIÇ to -

tIÇ mor -
tJb

row;

ÇtI c t¡

� " t
•
| t65 A Ç| c Ç" t d b ”Ç"t d b a •

Ç| c²

Cuttings from a Nonsense Book
Flute John Kilpatrick

words: Gelett Burgess
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Horn

in free time (with Speaker)

The Burgess Nonsense Book being a complete collection of the humorous master pieces of Gelett Burgess Esquire,

sometime editor of The Lark. With nonsense quattrains, epics, poems, car-

toons, and a myriad impossib- ilities, adorned with less than a million heart-rending illus- trations by the author.

Ob. The whole forming a book of blissful bosh for the blasé, an in- fallible Cyclopedia of 

balderdash, ferocious fancies and inconsequential vagaries than which, nothing could be more so.

Choir
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On digital ex- tremities

Cl.

A poem, and a gem it is!

Cranial Ambulation

Cl. simile

The lecture: a slight divagation concerning cranial ambulation

Horn Speaker Clarinet solo 
& Choir
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Clarinet entry Oboe Horn Bassoon

simile

Choir + cl., hn., bsn. "... you'll know"

The flute is "The Chair"

Jones makes a "motion"; the Chair objects

As Mr Smith still held the floor, the Chair objected 
to the motion made by Mr Jones

Cl. as being out of order. Cl.
(or a scale)

Mr Robinson, failing to receive 
his expected support

Beat given - but
nothing happens!

and not being recognised by the chair

Chair looks around

(notes ad lib)

dropped

Ob.

out of the discussion. There seemed to be a general desire 
to reopen the subject that had been 
laid upon the table.

Hn.
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The floorless room: a novel sort 
of argument without support.

Bsn. The window pain: a theme symbolic pertaining to the Melon Colic

In free time; Oboe solo (acc.)
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Oboe
Singer Ob.

Tutti

The Towel and the Door; ah well, the moral I'd not

dare to tell! Choir

The Door and Towel once again Preposterous, in-

verse, insane! Choir
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somewhat dreamily

Ob.

Choir

Horn Cl. + Bsn. Ob. Wind with tenor solo

Oboe

quick turn
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Wind with bass solo

Wind & Choir

Choir with soloist in free time
".... violet flowers."

horn
in free time (with Speaker)

So ends the tome: are you, my friend as glad as I to see the end?

Have you donned motley for the money and feared you jests were none too funny?

So ends the tome: so ends my folly 'tis dismal work, this being jolly.

No more I'll play the harlequin unless more royalties come in!
tutti
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Cuttings from a Nonsense Book
Oboe John Kilpatrick

words: Gelett Burgess

© 2005 John Kilpatrick
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Horn
in free time (with Speaker)

The Burgess Nonsense Book being a complete collection of the humorous master pieces of Gelett Burgess Esquire,

sometime editor of The Lark. Fl. With nonsense quattrains, epics, poems, car- toons, and a myriad impossib-

ilities, adorned with less than a million heart-rending illus- trations by the author.

The whole forming a book of blissful bosh for the blasé, an in- fallible Cyclopedia of balderdash, ferocious fancies and 

inconsequential vagaries than which, nothing could be more so.

Horn

Choir
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On digital ex- tremities

Cl.

A poem, and a gem it is!

Cranial Ambulation

Bsn.
The lecture: a slight divagation concerning cranial ambulation

Horn Speaker Clarinet solo 
& Choir
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simile

Choir + cl., hn., bsn. "... you'll know"

The oboe is "Mr Robinson"

As Mr Smith still held the floor Bsn.

the chair objected to the motion 
made by Mr Jones

Cl. Fl. as being out of order. Cl.
(or a scale)

Mr Robinson, failing to receive 
his expected sup-port

Beat given - but
nothing happens!

and not being recognised 
by the chair

Fl.

dropped

Mr Robinson falls off the floor
(arbitrary high & low)

out of the discussion. There seemed to be a general desire 
to reopen the subject that had 
been laid upon the table.

Hn.



� " 44 ™d t tId tId tI
Beguine C = 100

The Floorless Room

271 d t tId tId tI c d tIt t | b c d tIt t
� " e t t t t t t t |276 c d tY tY t tI "| c t #t t t | tY d !t t t | tId
� " Ç#| c281

2

™c d tI t t t t t t t t t t t c
� "

� tI t tI
d

tI
d

tI
286

d
t tI

d
tI

d
tI

d
t tI

d
tI

d
tI

d
t tI

d
tI

d
tI

d
t tI

d
tI

d
tI

� " d t tI d tI d tI
291

d t tI d tI d tI d " t tI d tI d tI d t tI d tI d tI d t tI d tI d tI

� " t c c t t
296

| d
tI

d
tI c d tIt t | d t tI t d™tIt t | d tId !tI # !

� !
�tIt tId tId tI

302 d t tId tId tI d t tId tId tI d t tId tId tI d t tId tId tI
� ! d t tId tId tI

307 d t tId tId tI d "t tId tId tI d t tId tId tI d t tId tId tI t c c™t t
� ! | d�tId tI

313 c d tIt t | tY d c c d™tIt t "| c•t !t c | t c b² # ""

� "" 54 a
| t t t

C = 96

The Window Pain
Speaker in free time with wind in strict time320

�a aÇ" | t t tY atY Ç!| c t "t t t t t #t A
� "" t "t t t t t

326 #t "A t "t t t t t #t A t "t t t t t
� "" Ç#| b331 a²

| Ç|
² # # !!

5

The floorless room: a novel sort 
of argument without support.

only play if you can do so very quietly

play play

Bsn.

The window pain: a theme symbolic pertaining to the Melon Colic

Fl.

Bsn.

(Solo follows)
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Solo (free time)
(with Cl. & Hn.)

(wind chords) (unacc.)

Fl.

(tutti)

The Towel and the Door; ah well, the moral I'd not

dare to tell!

Choir
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The Door and Towel once again Preposterous, in-

verse, insane!

Choir

somewhat dreamily

Choir

Horn Bsn. + Cl.

Wind with tenor solo

Wind with bass solo ... in straunge contrie made
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... knowe how Catel thus can

be . .

Wind & Choir

Choir with soloist in free time " ... violet flowers."

Horn

in free time (with Speaker)
So ends the tome: are you, my friend as glad as I to see the end?

Have you donned motley for the money and feared you jests were none too funny? Fl.

So ends the tome: so ends my folly 'tis dismal work, this being jolly.

No more I'll play the harlequin unless more royalties come in!

tutti
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Cuttings from a Nonsense Book
Clarinet in Bb John Kilpatrick

words: Gelett Burgess

© 2005 John Kilpatrick

2

Horn
in free time (with Speaker)

The Burgess Nonsense Book being a complete collection of the humorous master pieces of Gelett Burgess Esquire,

sometime editor of The Lark. Fl. With nonsense quattrains, epics, poems, car-

toons, and a myriad impossib- ilities, adorned with less than a million heart-rending illus- trations by the author.

Ob. The whole forming a book of blissful bosh for the blasé, an in- fallible Cyclopedia of 

balderdash, ferocious fancies and inconsequential vagaries than which, nothing could be more so.

Choir
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On digital ex- tremities A poem, and a gem it is!

Bsn.

The lecture:

a slight divagation 
concerning cranial ambulation
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Hn. Speaker

Solo

(choir ...)

First 4 bars solo

simile
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Choir (not at pitch)

Jones makes a "motion" (thumbing nose)

"out of order" (e.g. multiphonic)
[or play an out-of-tune scale]

The clarinet is "Mr Jones"

As Mr Smith held the floor, the Chair 
objected to the motion made by Mr Jones

as being out of order.

Mr Robinson, failing to receive
 his expected support, 

Beat given - but
nothing happens!

and not being recognized 
by the chair

Fl.

dropped Ob. out of the discussion. There seemed to be a general desire 
to reopen the subject that had 
been laid upon the table.

Hn.

The floorless room: a novel sort 
of argument without support.
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Bsn.

The window pain: a them symbolic pertaining to the Melon Colic

(etc.) Ob.

Bsn.

Oboe solo - in free time

Singer Ob.

tutti

The Towel and the Door; ah well, the

moral I'd not dare to tell!

Choir
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The Door and Towel once again

Preposterous, in- verse, insane!

Choir

somewhat dreamily

Horn

simile
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Wind with bass Solo

Wind & Choir

Choir with soloist in free time
" ... violet flowers."

Horn
in free time (with Speaker)

So ends the tome: are you, my friend as glad as I to see the end?

Have you donned
 motley for the money

and feared your jests
 were none too funny?

Fl. So ends the tome: so ends my folly

'tis dismal work, this being jolly. No more I'll play the harlequin unless more royalties come in!

tutti Horn
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Cuttings from a Nonsense Book
Horn in F John Kilpatrick

words: Gelett Burgess

© 2005 John Kilpatrick

2

Solo
in free time (with Speaker)

The Burgess Nonsense Book

being a complete collection of the humorous master pieces of Gelett Burgess Esquire, sometime editor of The 

Lark.Fl. With nonsense quattrains, epics, poems, car- toons, and a myriad impossib- ilities, adorned with

less than a million heart-rending illus- trations by the author. Ob. The whole forming a book of 

blissful bosh for the blasé, an in- fallible Cyclopedia of balderdash, ferocious fancies and inconsequential vagaries

than which, nothing could be more so. Solo
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On digital ex- tremities A poem, and a gem it is!

Cranial Ambulation

a slight divagation 
concerning cranial ambulation

Bsn.

The lecture:

Solo

Speaker Clarinet solo 
& Choir
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Clarinet entry Oboe

simile

choir

The horn is "the subject on the table"

As Mr Smith held the floor, the Chair 
objected to the motion made by Mr Jones

Cl. Fl. as being out of order.

Cl.
or scale

Mr Robinson, failing to receive 
his expected sup-port

Beat given - but
nothing happens!

and not being recognised by the chair Fl.

dropped Ob. out of the discussion.

arbitrary low note

There seemed to be a general desire 
to reopen the subject that had been 
laid upon the table.

being reopened
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The floorless room: a novel sort 
of argument without support.

Bsn. etc.

Fl. (4th time)

quick turn
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Oboe solo - in free time

 see footnote

Singer Ob.

Tutti

The Towel and the Door; ah well, the moral I'd not

dare to tell!

Choir

note on The Window Pain: the horn is given the instrumental bass because, in the first performance, the alto solo 
was sung by the bassoonist;the part could be moved to bassoon if so desired.
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The Door and Towel once again Preposterous, in-

verse, insane!

Choir

somewhat dreamily

Solo

Wind with tenor solo

(rests)
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Wind with bass solo

Wind & Choir

Choir with soloist in free time " ... violet flowers."

Solo
in free time (with Speaker)

So ends the tome:

are you, my friend as glad as I to see the end? Have you donned motley for the money

and feared you jests were none too funny?

Fl.

So ends the tome: so ends my folly

'tis dismal work, this being jolly. No more I'll play the harlequin unless more royalties come in!

a tempo Solo
tutti
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Cuttings from a Nonsense Book

Bassoon
John Kilpatrick

words: Gelett Burgess

© 2005 John Kilpatrick

2

Horn

in free time (with Speaker)
The Burgess Nonsense Book being a complete collection of the humorous master pieces of Gelett Burgess Esquire,

sometime editor of The Lark. Fl, With nonsense quattrains, epics, poems, car-

toons, and a myriad impossib- ilities, adorned with less than a million heart-rending illus- trations by the author.

Ob. The whole forming a book of blissful bosh for the blasé, an in- fallible Cyclopedia of 

balderdash, ferocious fancies and inconsequential vagaries than which, nothing could be more so.
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Hn.
On digital ex- tremities A poem, and a gem it is!

Cranial Ambulation

The lecture:

a slight divagation 
concerning cranial ambulation

Hn.

Speaker Clarinet solo 
& Choir
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Clarinet entry

Fit A extension if available

Oboe Horn

choir

The bassoon is "Mr Smith"

As Mr Smith still held the floor,

holding the floor

the Chair objected to the motion made by Mr Jones

as being out of order.
Mr Robinson, failing 
to receive his expected sup-port

but let go of floor!

Beat given - but
nothing happens!

and not being 
recognised by the chair

Fl.

dropped

Ob.

out of the discussion.

(or low A)

There seemed to be a general desire 
to reopen the subject that had been 
laid upon the table. remove A extension

Hn.

simile
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The floorless room: a novel sort 
of argument without support.

The window pain: a theme symbolic pertaining to the Melon Colic

simile - or vary articulation a few times

Hn.

horn (see footnote)

Oboe solo - in free time

Alto Solo + Oboe

note: the instrumental bass in bars 333-350 is given to the horn because in the first performance the alto solo 
was sung by the bassoonist; if desired, this line could be given to bassoon.
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The Towel and the Door; ah well, the

moral I'd not dare to tell!

Choir

The Door and Towel once again

Preposterous, in-verse, insane!

Choir

somewhat dreamily
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Horn

Wind with tenor solo

simile

Wind with bass solo

Wind & Choir

Choir with soloist in free time
" ... violet flowers."
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horn

horn

 

Horn

in free time (with Speaker)
So ends the tome: are you, my friend as glad as I to see the end?

Have you donned motley for the money and feared you jests were none too funny?
Fl.

So ends the tome: so ends my folly 'tis dismal work, this being jolly.

No more I'll play the harlequin unless more royalties come in!

tutti
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Cuttings from a Nonsense Book
for Wind Quintet, Speaker and 4-part Choir

SPEAKER John Kilpatrick
words: Gelett Burgess

© 2005 John Kilpatrick

2

horn

synchronize 

flute

oboe

The Speaker says the words written under the music staff; the timing given is generally approximate,
though in certain places the words must fit in with the rhythm. The poems not under the staves are 
sung, and are given here only for clarity of purpose.
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horn

Wind and Choir: 
 To him who vainly conjures sleep In counting visionary sheep; To her who, in the dentist's power Would fain recall a gayer hour;
To him who visits maiden aunts, And comes upon this book by chance; To her who in the hammock lies, and, bored with Ibsen, BURGESS tries;
To those who can't remember dates While nonsense rhymes stick in their pates; To those who buy, and do not borrow, Nor put it off until tomorrow;
To all who in these pages look, I dedicate this Nonsense Book!

Wind and Choir:
I'd rather have fingers than toes;
I'd rather have ears than a nose;
   And as for my hair,
   I'm glad it's all there;
I'll be awfully sad, when it goes!

* Burgess stresses the second syllable in "vagaries"
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bassoon

bassoon

Wind and Choir:
I love to go to lectures,
   And make the people stare,
By walking round upon their heads,
   And spoiling peoples' hair!

Horn

clarinet

Clarinet Solo and Choir:
There is a theory some deny
That lamp posts once were three foot high;
And a little boy was terrible strong,
And he stretched 'em out to 'leven foot long.
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Choir: 
The meeting of a Social Club: at which (The Secretary's minutes seem to show) Proceedings did not go without a hitch. If you have ever been to one, you'll know!

Cast of characters: Flute: The Chair / Oboe: Mr Robinson / Clarinet: Mr Jones / Horn: the Subject on the Table / Bassoon: Mr Smith

Bassoon holding the floor

thumbing nose

Clarinet

(Oh!!)
objecting

Flute

(or a bad scale)
out of order

Clarinet

Beat, but nothing happens
(except Smith lets go of floor)

Flute

looking round and
not recognizing Robinson

falling off the floor

Oboe All

reopening the Subject
Horn

(Aagh!)
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Wind with Alto Solo and Choir:
I wish that my room had a floor! I don't so much care for a door,
But this crawling around Without touching the ground Is getting to be quite a bore!

Oboe (or Oboe d'Amore) and Alto Solo:
The window has four little panes;
   But one have I -
The window pains are in its sash;
   I wonder why!
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Wind; unacc. Choir:
The towel hangs upon the wall.
 And somehow, I don't care, at all!
The door is open; I must say,
I rather fancy it that way!

Same words again - harmonies in reverse.
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Wind and Choir Wind and Tenor Solo Wind and Bass Solo

Wind and Choir

Alto Solo with Choir
"Ah yes! I wrote the Purple Cow ...."

Wind and Choir

Horn

flute


