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To my Mother, who introduced me to The Burgess Nonsense Book

1. The Purple Cow

John Kilpatrick
words by Gelett Burgess
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2. The Purpil Cowe

To be sung throughout with modern English pronunciation, where possible.

allegro
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The Purple Cow

Words by Gelett Burgess from “ The Burgess Nonsense Book”
also published by Dover Publications, Inc., in “ The Purple Cow and Other Nonsense”

set to music by John Kilpatrick
Unaccompanied version, August 1999 - first performed by the Lydian Singers, Sheffield.
Version with piano accompaniment, January 2003.

1. The Purple Cow p. 2

2. The Purpil Cowe p. 4
Narrator in G - Knightin F - Maid in Eb

3. Confession p. 14

the above are intended to be performed as a suite

The work may be sung unaccompanied by making omissions as follows:

No. 1.

Bars1to8 Omit the piano introduction.

Bars17 & 18 Omit the second half of bar 17, and the first half of 18; insert acomma, or a pause on the word
“one.”

No. 2.

Bars1to4 Omit the 4 piano bars.

Bars32t0 34 The Tenors and Basses should start the “lalala’ two bars early (in bar 32), and bars 33 & 34
should otherwise be omitted.

Bars55 & 56 Omit. A small rallentando and pause may be added to bar 54.

Bar 83 The Tenors and Basses sing one extra bar of “lalala’ where the piano would otherwise provide
this rhythm.

No. 3.

Bar 0 Omit the piano run-in.

Bar 4 No change except for the omission of the matching piano run.
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Other Works by John Kilpatrick

With words by Gelett Burgess, from the Burgess Nonsense Book
The Knave of Hearts (SATB)

With words by Edward Lear
The Jumblies (SATB div.)
The Dong (SATB div.)

Words and music by John Kilpatrick
My Briefcase (SATB div., piano acc.)
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The Purple Cow

John Kilpatrick, 135 Twentywell Lane, Sheffield S17 4QA
music@kilp.co.uk

January 2003



